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reforms are carried through those who accomplish them are
not afraid to call what they want useful knowledge. Thev
are not afraid of stating the only rational arguments for their
claims, because they would be called tendentious if they did so.
If you had asked John Knox why he encouraged classical scholar-
ship, he would not have told you that Greek is worth studying
for its own sake. He would not have told you that Greek is a
good training for the mind. He would have taken it for granted
that a good educafton was part of the business of founding the
Kingdom of God in Edinburgh. Founding the Kingdom of
God then meant, among odier things, bringing the Bible to
the common people and ^coufing the earliest authentic texts
for evidence of Popish innovations. If we are to give science its
rightful place in the education of a citizen we must abandon
earnest trivialities about the European spirit and state its claims
with the moral vigour of John Knox and a corresponding
relevance to the conditions of our time.

The social task of modern education is not to found the King-
dom of God in Edinburgh. It is to implement the age of plenty.
To do it we have to make the record of scientific discovery an
open Bible. Only when we have stated our aim in terms which
are socially relevant to our age shall we find any basis for agree-
ment about a curriculum. Discussions about the contents of a
curriculum of general science generally end in the same deadlock.
Each expert wishes to see that his own special province is fairly
represented, and each expert has his own views about what are
and what are not important principles of science. If you start
with a plainly stated social objective there is Htde room for
disagreement about what is important and what is not important.
Principles of science are more or less important because they
have affected the social practice of mankind direcdy or indirectly
to a greater or less extent.

For instance,  the principle of self-induction is important